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Text D Quiz

QuestionsAncient Egyptian Civilisation

Ancient Egypt stands as one of the greatest and most enduring civilisations 

in human history. Emerging around 3100 BC when Upper and Lower Egypt 

were unified under one ruler, it flourished along the fertile banks of the River 

Nile in North Africa for more than 3,000 years. The annual flooding of the 

Nile was essential to its success: floodwaters deposited rich silt across the 

surrounding land, enabling farmers to cultivate wheat, barley, flax, and 

papyrus reeds in an otherwise desert landscape.

Egyptian society followed a strict hierarchy. The pharaoh sat at its peak, 

regarded as both a divine ruler and an intermediary between the gods and 

the people. Supporting the pharaoh were powerful priests, educated scribes, 

skilled craftworkers, and merchants. The vast majority of the population, 

however, were peasant farmers who worked the land.

Religion was absolutely central to Egyptian life. The Egyptians worshipped a 

vast pantheon of gods, including Ra (sun god), Osiris (god of the afterlife), 

and Anubis (god of embalming). They believed strongly in life after death, 

which influenced their elaborate burial practices. Pharaohs were mummified 

and entombed in magnificent structures. The most iconic are the pyramids 

at Giza, including the Great Pyramid of Khufu — an extraordinary feat of 

engineering and organisation.

The Egyptians also made significant intellectual advances. Their 

hieroglyphic writing system, mathematical knowledge, and medical 

understanding were sophisticated for their time. Egypt eventually fell to 

Roman rule in 30 BC, but its legacy continues to influence art, architecture, 

and culture across the modern world.

1. When did Ancient Egypt begin, and what event marked its 

start?

2. How long did the Ancient Egyptian civilisation last?

3. Why was the annual flooding of the Nile so important to 

Egyptian life?

4. Name three crops cultivated in Ancient Egypt.

5. How was the pharaoh viewed by the Egyptian people?

6. Name two groups who supported the pharaoh in running 

Egyptian society.

7. Name three Egyptian gods and explain what each one 

represented.

8. What burial practice was carried out on pharaohs after death, 

and why?

9. Name one area, other than religion or farming, in which the 

Egyptians made significant advances.

10. The article states that Egypt's legacy "continues to influence 

art, architecture, and culture across the modern world." What 

evidence from the text helps explain why Egyptian 

achievements might still be considered so impressive today?
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