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Text D Quiz

Questions

1. Around what date did the Shang Dynasty rise to prominence?

2. What geographical region did the Shang kings rule over?

3. What did Shang priests inscribe their questions on?

4. What process was used to produce the cracks in the oracle 

bones?

5. What were the cracks in the oracle bones believed to 

represent?

6. Name three types of objects that Shang artisans produced 

from bronze.

7. What important religious practice were bronze vessels central 

to?

8. What role was the Shang king believed to play between 

humanity and the gods?

9. Which dynasty overthrew the Shang, and approximately 

when?

10. What does it tell us about the Shang's achievements that the 

Zhou Dynasty chose to adopt their writing system and 

religious practices after conquering them?

The Legacy of the Shang Dynasty

The Shang Dynasty, which rose to prominence around 1600 BCE, is considered 

one of the foundational civilisations of ancient China. Ruling over the fertile Yellow 

River valley, the Shang kings oversaw a sophisticated society that made lasting 

contributions to Chinese culture, religion, and technology.

Among their most enduring legacies is the development of an early Chinese writing 

system. Shang priests inscribed questions on animal bones and tortoise shells, 

which were heated to produce cracks. These cracks were then interpreted as 

divine guidance from gods and royal ancestors. Known as oracle bones, these 

artefacts have proven invaluable to modern historians, providing detailed insights 

into Shang politics, religion, agriculture, and warfare.

The Shang were also remarkable for their bronze craftsmanship. Using 

sophisticated casting techniques, artisans produced elaborate ceremonial vessels, 

weapons, and musical instruments. These objects were central to ancestor worship 

— a practice that became deeply embedded in Chinese culture for thousands of 

years.

Socially, the Shang operated a strict hierarchy. The king sat at the apex, believed 

to be the intermediary between humanity and the divine. He was supported by 

nobles and military commanders, while farmers, craftsmen, and merchants formed 

the broader population.

When the Zhou Dynasty overthrew the Shang around 1046 BCE, they deliberately 

adopted much of Shang culture, including its writing system and religious practices. 

This ensured that the Shang legacy would echo through Chinese civilisation for 

millennia to come.
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