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Text D Quiz

Questions

1. How many gods and goddesses were part of ancient 

Egyptian religion?

2. What aspects of life did Egyptian gods govern?

3. Why were particular animals chosen to represent certain 

gods?

4. Describe Ra's appearance and explain what his daily and 

nightly journeys represented.

5. What was Osiris the ruler of, and what did his appearance 

look like?

6. Summarise the myth involving Osiris, Set, and Isis.

7. What was the connection between Horus and the pharaohs of 

Egypt?

8. What were the specific roles of Anubis and Thoth?

9. What was Thoth said to have invented?

10. The article states that Egyptian religion "shaped law, 

medicine, art, and political power." Using what you have read 

and your own reasoning, explain how a belief in gods might 

have had such a wide influence on a civilisation.

Egyptian Gods and Goddesses

Ancient Egyptian religion was one of the most elaborate belief systems the 

world has ever seen, featuring over two thousand gods and goddesses who 

were worshipped for thousands of years. These deities governed every aspect 

of existence, from the rising of the sun to the flooding of the Nile, from childbirth 

to death and the afterlife.

Most Egyptian gods were depicted in a combination of human and animal form, 

each animal chosen to represent the god's particular qualities. Ra, the supreme 

sun god, wore a falcon's head and a solar disc crown. He was believed to 

cross the sky daily in his sacred boat, and his nightly passage through the 

dangerous underworld symbolised death and rebirth.

Osiris, often shown with green skin, ruled over the afterlife and was central to 

Egyptian beliefs about death and judgement. His murder by his jealous brother 

Set, and his resurrection by his devoted wife Isis, formed one of Egypt's most 

important myths. Their son Horus, the falcon-headed sky god, became the 

symbol of divine kingship, and every pharaoh was considered his earthly 

representative.

Other significant deities included Anubis, the jackal-headed guardian of 

mummification, and Thoth, the ibis-headed god of wisdom and writing, who 

was said to have invented hieroglyphics.

Enormous temple complexes were constructed across Egypt, staffed by priests 

who performed sacred rituals daily. Far from being simply a set of stories, 

Egyptian religion shaped law, medicine, art, and political power throughout one 

of history's greatest civilisations.
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